The pattern of intussusception in Kuwait. A review of 244 cases.
Two-hundred and thirty-three patients with 244 intussusceptions were treated in the Department of Paediatric Surgery, Ibn Sina Hospital, Kuwait, with only one death. Our incidence was around 25 per year. The age for idiopathic intussusception fits that reported in Western countries. Kuwaitis have a lower incidence of intussusception than other nationalities living in Kuwait. Diarrhea seems to precede intussusception in about 19.1% of cases; leading points were found in 8.2%, and recurrences in 4.5% of cases, most of them following barium reduction. Our complications were high, particularly in the operated group. Barium enema has become our first line of management and it has greatly reduced complications and shortened hospitalization times. Those who present early and late are more prone to operative treatment.